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mendation, the prisoners were permitted to practice
such athletic sports as their manacles would permit.
Those who were indolent became a prey to every dis-
gusting symptom of the disease, their teeth loosened
and dropped out, and the flesh seemed fo rot upon
their bones. The fun and good humor which had
hitherto supported all, gave way to groans and de-
spair. One prisoner named Sias went mad. The
scant clothing of the prisoners, worn without change
for four months of imprisonment, and filthy with dirt
and vermin, was in rags. Some of the men were
almost as naked again as when they emerged from the
Chaudiére forests. Daily from the prison the sick
and helpless were borne to the hospital, and daily
from thence their wasted corpses were carried to the
‘‘ dead house’’ and tossed among the frozen bodies of
their fellow-countrymen, or buried in shallow and
nameless graves.

All this time the American officers had not been
far behind the men in their efforts to regain their
liberty. Captains Thayer and Lockwood early se-
duced a sentinel, and through him received some
heavy clubs and the countersign. They were to pass
out of the chamber window on the fourth story of the
seminary, and to reach the ground by a rope made
out of their blankets, but they were too closely watched
and their plan had to be abandoned. It was the
26th day of April before another opportunity offered,
and this scheme was even more dangerous to put
into execution than the first.

Thayer, after two months’ patient labor, cut away
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with a knife the planks which were spiked on a door
through which they could pass by a dormer window
into the garret. Thence by a ladder and a jump of
about fourteen feet they could reach the yard, where
the same sentinel they had won over, armed with a
gun and clubs for the prisoners, was to meet them.
If they could not then pass four sentinels with the
countersign, they were to deal with them as best they
could, and push for the sally port. From the grand
battery they expected to leap thirty feet into the snow,
and make a dash for the American camp through St.
Roque. But, with the ill fortune with which every
effort of Arnold’s men seemed fated, their prepara-
tions were discovered at the eleventh hour by a priest
of the seminary, who reported them to the officer of
the guard. Thayer was accused, and unwilling to
implicate any of his fellow officers, was carried aboard
the armed vessel of Captain Laforce, and closely kept
in the hold, both handcuffed and ironed, lying at
night on a plank on the truckling of a cable covered
with three feet of ice. The deck was so low that he
was obliged constantly to stoop, and had no room to
walk more than two or three steps. His limbs swelled,
so that the irons had to be cut from him and replaced
with larger ones.

A few days afterwards, Lockwood and Handchett
were noticed conversing with the sentinel, and upon
the soldier being examined and making confession,
they received a call from Major Caldwell, Colonel
McLean, and other officers, by whom they were taken
aboard the vessel where Thayer was confined, and
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stowed away in the hold with him. All three re-
mained in this cruel condition until the siege was
raised on May 6, when they were brought back to
their fellow officers. The sentine] was later sent to
England in irons.



CHAPTER XVIII
A HOPELESS SIEGE

WaLe these adventures were befalling the. pris-
oners within the walls of Quebec, the siege obstinately
maintained by a force too weak to assume the offen-
sive dragged uneventfully on. Arnold’s wound slowly
but steadily improved, and before KFebruary was far
advanced he was able to hobble about his room with
the aid of a cane or a crutch. By the end of the
month he could go out-of-doors, and give the encour-
agement of his actual physical presence to the little
army which his indomitable spirit, exerted from a bed
of suffering and helplessness, had held sternly to its
duty through the weeks of discouragement and grief
which followed the fatal New Year’s eve assault. As
he passed among the groups of ragged and shivering
soldiers they greeted him with cheers and congratu-
lations, hailing him by his new title of General; for
news had recently reached the camp that Congress,
in recognition of his services in the march through
the wilderness and the siege of Quebec, had voted
him the commission of a brigadier-general.

The good will of the men, which Arnold seems to
have possessed, must have been grateful to his ardent
nature, always sensitive to the affection or enmity
of those about him; but he did not find an equally
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responsive feeling among some of his subordinate
officers. Captain Handchett and the other officers of
his own detachment with whom he had quarreled
were now prisoners in Quebec, but there were those
among the besiegers who had sympathized with them,
or who, as members of Montgomery’s expedition, did
not relish the idea of taking orders from the young
Connecticut militia officer whom they considered in
no way their superior, either in experience or native
ability. One of the most troublesome of these was
Major Brown, whom the disaffected companies of
Arnold’s detachment had pitched upon for their
commander if they could have persnaded Montgomery
to form them into an independent battalion. Major
Brown was a western Massachusetts man, a friend
and a comrade-in-arms of that Colonel Easton who,
as the reader will remember, had been kicked by
Arnold from his room at Crown Point, and had, there-
fore, little reason to be especially well disposed toward
his fiery commanding officer. The friction between
the two men began early, and seems never to have
abated so long as they remained in close and daily
association. As early as the 1st of February we find
Arnold thus expressing himself in a letter to John
Hancock, president of the Continental Congress in
Philadelphia:

Major John Brown, who came down with General Mont-
gomery with one hundred and sixty men collected from
different regiments, now assumes and insists on the title of
Colonel, which he says the General promised him at Mon-
treal. Some time before his death, when Major Brown
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wrote to remind him of his promise, the General handed
me his letter, and told me at the same time, as Colonel
Easton and Major Brown were publicly impeached with
plundering the officers’ baggage taken at Sorel, contrary to
articles of capitulation, and to the great scandal of the
American army, he could not in conscience or honor pro-
mote him (Major Brown) until those matters were cleared
up. He then sent for Major Brown and told him his senti-
ments in the matter very freely, after which I heard of no
further application for promotion. This transaction, Colonel
Campbell, Major Duboys, and several gentlemen were know-
ing to. As Colonel Easton and Major Brown have doubt-
less a sufficient store of modest merit to apply to the Con-
tinental Congress for promotion, I think it my duty to say
the charge before mentioned is the public topic of conver-
sation at Montreal, and among the officers of the army in
general, and as such conduct is unbecoming the character
of gentlemen, or soldiers, I believe it would give great dis-
gust to the army in general if those gentlemen were pro-
moted before those matters were cleared up. The contents
of the enclosed letter I do not wish to be kept from the
gentlemen mentioned therein; the public interest is my
motive for writing. B. ArNoLD.

On the other hand, it is evident that Major Brown
believed that Arnold was not using him fairly, and
suspected that his general’s enmity might go so far
as to compass the deliberate sacrifice of his life,
through exposure to especial and unnecessary perils.
Some weeks after this letter of Arnold’s had been
dispatched to Philadelphia—on the 15th of March,
to be precise—Brown wrote to his wife in Pitts-
field :
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Genl. Arnold and I do not agree very well—I expect
another storm soon; suppose I must be a Uriah. We had
an alarm yesterday. The enemy made a sally on our work-
ing party, it was said with five hundred men. Genl. Arnold
immediately ordered me, being on the advanced post, to at-
tack them with my detachment, which consists of about
200, more than half of which were sick in hospital. I ac-
cordingly marched against the Enemy, who had retired into
the port too soon for me to attack them. I expect to be
punished for Disobedience of orders next; on the whole we
are in an indifferent situation at present. I suppose all
letters are broken open before they reach the Colonies, but
as this goes by a friend it will come safe. I am solicited
to stay another year as Lt. Colonel, but have refused—shall
I consent?

From this and other letters bearing on the same
question, it is not difficult to guess at the origin of
the dissension among Arnold’s officers. It becomes
apparent that one serious grievance which both Hand-
chett and Brown had against Arnold was what they
believed, or pretended to believe, was his intention
to rid himself of them by exposing them to the enemy.
In the letter of Brown just quoted he writes that he
‘““must be a Uriah.’’ Handchett’s reluctance to do the
duty assigned to him has already sufficiently appeared.
It is certain, however, that other officers were ready
and eager fo do the duty to which Handchett took
exception, while it is plain, from Montgomery’s letter
to Schuyler, in which he alludes to this disagreement,
that he sympathized with Arnold and disapproved
heartily of the course pursued by Handchett. In view
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of these facts, which must have been well known to
Congress, which was also aware of the unanswered
charge of peculation which lay against Easton and
Brown, it must strike the reader as strange that within
six weeks of Arnold’s letter to John Hancock, Brown
wrote to his wife, confidentially, that he was repelling
offers of promotion. There were evidently influences
at work in Congress which were, to say the least,
openly friendly to those whom Arnold considered with
justice his enemies. What they were cannot be
clearly seen, though it would be strange if so many
commissioned and field officers could not enlist some
weighty support in behalf of their own side of the
case. Aaron Burr, too, it may be added, had con-
ceived a strong dislike for Arnold before the cam-
paign was over. Tact, apparently, was not one of
the new general’s virtues.

May we not find in these controversies the reason
why Arnold thought it necessary to lead in person
the assaulting column at Sault an Matelot?! Can we
not see already the origin of that coalition of enemies
which is said to have been respomsible for the injus-
tice and ingratitude with which Arnold in after years
claimed to have been treated, and which helped to
poison his spirit till it sickened, through treason, and
died within him?! Some day, let us hope, the evi-
dence will be found whereby the scales of historical
justice may weigh out and establish forever the
truth as between Arnold and these early and in-
veterate enemies.

Harassed by jealousies among his subordinates
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and uneasy at the weakness of his force, Armold
nevertheless seems never to have considered for a
moment the abandonment of the enterprise. Indeed
we find him writing hopefully to Washington in Feb-
ruary: ‘‘The repeated successes of our raw, undisci-
plined troops over the flower of the British army, the
many unexpected and remarkable occurrences in our
favor, are plain proofs of the overruling hand of
Providence, and justly demand our warmest gratitude
to Heaven, which I make no doubt will crown our
virtuous efforts with success.’’

But his letters to Congress constantly appealed for
reinforcements sufficient to put his army on something
like an equality with the force it was besieging, and
begged no less persistently that some general of
greater experience and abilities than he could pretend
to should be sent to assume command before Quebec.
The difficulties and embarrassment of his position had
begun to daunt even his sanguine spirit.

The physical condition of the patriot soldiers was
increasingly bad. Smallpox still ravaged the camp,
and the field hospital between Sillery and Wolfe’s
Cove was always full of its victims. At one time
no less than fifty—nearly 10 per cent of the whole
force—were sick with the malady. The discovery of
vaccination had not been made at this time, and in-
oculation was forbidden in the army, but so great
was the dread of the loathsome disease that many
inoculated themselves, secretly, by pricking in the
poisonous matter under their finger-nails. Some reck-
less and desperate men did this in order to escape
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in the hospital the severe duty which was exacted
from them in camp.

The suffering of the troops—or ‘¢ Congreganists,’’ as
the French-Canadians now called them—from hunger,
was hardly less than that of the prisoners within the
city. At Three Rivers they begged for food from door
to door, and the sight of their misery won succor
even from the loyalists. In spite of their tempta-
tions, pillage or riot was promptly checked by the
officers, and it is doubtful if a hostile army ever
restrained its passions on foreign soil more success-
fully.

Though they could have had little to fear from
an enemy so weak in numbers and in the physical
strength of its units, the garrison did not a whit relax
their vigilance; fireballs were lighted at one o’clock
and kept burning on the angles of the bastions till
three o’clock in the morning, and were often thrown
out by mortars. Lanterns suspended from long poles
were extended over the ditch, and lighted it so well
that even a dog might have been seen at the bottom
of it. By the 9th of March they had one hundred
and fourteen guns mounted, not counting any cannon
less than six-pounders, nor mortars, nor cohorns.
Twice they sallied in force, as the Americans thought,
to capture the cannon near the General Hospital; in
reality to enable the people to gather firewood in
their rear. They retired as the Americans boldly
advanced to meet them. The British had one real
cause of anxiety—should the winter continue so severe,
the River St. Lawrence might freeze from shore to
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shore. To guard even against this, they replaced
some of the guns on the shipping in the cul-de-sac,
mounted guns on the wharves, cut a trench fo clear
water at Prés de Ville, and destroyed the houses on
both sides of Sault au Matelot street, lest they might
again furnish cover for the enemy. It might at least
have flattered the vanity of Arnold and his half-
starved and shivering battalions that Carleton showed
such cautious respect for them, even in the time of
their greatest feebleness and discouragement.

Early in March the reinforcements which Congress
had despatched began to arrive in camp, a regiment
of three hundred and forty men from Pennsylvania
being the first. These men wore the uniforms which
Congress had prescribed—brown with buff facings,
with mittens, knapsacks, and haversacks of Russian
duck; their stockings were protected by leggings, and
they carried firelocks, wooden canteens, and toma-
hawks. On January 23 the leading company of this
regiment under Captain Jonathan Jones had begun at
Philadelphia its long march of six hundred miles in
the dead of winter. Hastening forward on foot, or on
sleds, where the patriotism of the country through
which they passed would furnish them, they crossed
the Delaware on the ice, took the eastern route, and
reached Albany in eleven days. Thence up the Hud-
son, and across country, they made their way to
Fort George, and on the ice of the lake, again, to
Ticonderoga. There were no roads on either side of
Lake Champlain. They left the last of their sleds
at Ticonderoga, and made the rest of the journey with
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their provisions on their backs, over snow and ice,
up Lake Champlain and the Sorel River to St. John’s.
Though their provisions did not fail them, the country
was almost as wild and desolate as that of the Upper
Kennebec, and their sufferings from exposure were
hardly less than those of Arnold’s men. Their arms,
accoutrements, and dress when they arrived at La
Prairie, eighteen miles from St. John’s, could not
have been in much worse condition. They arrived at
Montreal frost-bitten, footsore and exhausted, with
spirits hardly less depressed than those of the vet-
erans to whose assistance they had come. After a
fortnight’s rest at Montreal, they pushed on to join
Arnold.

From this time reinforcements constantly made
their appearance from New England, New York, New
Jersey, and even further south. But they came in
small bodies, and so complete was the wreck of
Montgomery’s and Arnold’s army that for some time
the fresh arrivals only closed up the gaps made by
the smallpox and the hardships to which the veterans
of the campaign had been exposed.

On March 14 another flag of truce was sent to
the city, but it was met as all the others had been.
¢ No flag will be received,’’ said the guard, ‘‘ unless it
comes to implore the mercy of the King.”’ The next
day the garrison planted on the walls near St. John’s
gate a great wooden horse, with a bundle of hay
before it, and the inscription, ‘‘ When this horse has
eaten this bunch of hay we will surrender.’”’ Further
to emphasize their vigilance and their defiance of the
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besiegers, the British erected on Cape Diamond a
post thirty feet high with a kind of sentry, or look-
out, box thereon, from which the officers, with their
glasses, could see St. Foy church and the stretch of
road leading to the city, and even the Holland House
and bodies of troops moving in its vicinity. But
the plains beyond Gallows Hill were still hidden
from view. There, even in daylight, the Americans
might conceal a great number of men. Therefore
the British, though aware that reinforcements were
strengthening the provincials, could form no ac-
curate estimate of the number of fresh troops that
had arrived.

On the 17th of March the Irishmen in the Amer-
ican army, who were pretty numerous, saw to it that
St. Patrick’s day did not pass unhonored. Not even
cold and hunger could dampen their boisterous spirits,
and they set out to march about the country, carry-
ing muskets and sabers, each with a sprig of fir in
his cap, the officers wearing cockades in addition. A
drum and fife corps led the march, and for a flag a
ragged silk handkerchief was tied to the top of a fir
tree above two crossed bayonets. They marched to
the nunnery at Three Rivers, which they serenaded
and cheered; then they returned to camp, pausing
before the houses of royalist adherents to swear and
be sworn at, and before the houses of well-dis-
posed Canadians to raise a lusty cheer. The proces-
sion ended at the residence of one M. Laframboise,
who either from sympathy with the cause or from

motives of policy, caused two demijohns of rum to
19




290 ARNOLD’S EXPEDITION TO QUEBEC

be given to the rank and file, while he regaled the
officers on more expensive liquors.

On March 25, information was received that Cana-
dian loyalists to the number of some three hundred
and fifty were assembling under the leadership of
Monsieur Beaujeu, a former captain in the Canadian
militia, in the parishes to the south of Quebec, intend-
ing to throw themselves into the city for its relief
by crossing the St. Lawrence from the southern shore
near Point Levi. Measures were at once taken to
offer check to this move. A scouting party of fifty
men advanced by Beaujeu to feel the way for his main
body and led by Sieur Coullard and a Mr. Bailly, a
priest, having advanced as far as the parish of St.
Pierre, were surrounded in a house by a large party
of rebel Canadians, with one hundred and fifty Amer-
icans, under Major Dubois, who had been detached
from the camp at Quebec. The royalists, in spite of
the disparity of their numbers, showed fight, but after
two of their party had been killed and ten wounded,
surrendered. In this affair it is said that fathers
fought against sons and sons against fathers, and so
bitter was the feeling of the Canadians that, but for
the interference of the Americans, the prisoners would
have been massacred even after the surrender. The
effect of the reverse was such that Captain Beaujeu
was obliged to disband his levies and go into hiding
to escape capture.

During the closing days of the month, a number
of cannon, some as large as twenty-four pounders,
and a plentiful supply of ammunition arrived from
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General Wooster, whom Montgomery had left in com-
mand at Montreal. Close behind this welcome offer-
ing came the General himself. He had left Montreal in
charge of one Moses Hazen, a renegade officer of his
Majesty’s service, who had been given a commission
in the Continental army, and as Armnold’s superior
officer at once assumed direction of the army and its
operations. It was the 1st day of April when he
reached the camp, and on that very night the sig-
nals, which by arrangement, as the reader will re-
member, the prisoners in the Dauphin jail were to
display if their plan succeeded, were seen to blaze up
behind the ramparts of the Upper Town.

Arnold, now able to ride his horse, wished to
advance at once to their support, but Wooster refused
his assent, either from the cautious temper which be-
came his age, or because he suspected some trap.
Fortune, for once, had favored the Americans by the
opportune arrival and decision of Wooster, for Gov-
ernor Carleton, informed by the deserter Hall of the
prearranged signals, had been wily enough to organize
a sham combat, to build bonfires to imitate the signal
of burning buildings, and even o counterfeit the suc-
cess of the prisoners by lusty cheers at St. John’s
gate, while his troops were massed to receive the
unsuspecting rebels, and his cannon, loaded with
grape and canister, were trained on the ground over
which they must approach. To Wooster’s caution
alone was owing the failure of this grim April fool’s
day joke.

A few days later Arnold, his leg again crippled by a
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fall from his horse, and hurt because General Wooster
did not show him what he thought proper considera-
tion, asked to be relieved, and retired on the 12th of
April to Montreal, to convalesce. He wrote home in
explanation of this action, ‘ Had I been able to take
any active part, I should, by no means, have left
camp, but as General Wooster did not think proper
to consult me, I am convinced I shall be more use-
ful here than in camp, and he very readily granted
me leave of absence.’’

This was the ineffectual end of all Arnold’s gal-
lant hopes and patriotic endeavors for the reduction
of the fortress of Quebec and the conquest of Canada.
He took no further part in the siege of the city, and
was forced in inactivity to see the enterprise for
which he and his brave comrades had sacrificed and
suffered so much, crumble day by day into more
hopeless disaster. He reached Montreal, however, in
time to welcome the arrival of a committee appointed
by Congress to engage in friendly intercession and
conciliation with those Canadians who still held alle-
giance to the King and considered the colonial troops
enemies and invaders. Benjamin Franklin, Samuel
Chase and Charles Carroll of Carrollton composed the
committee, which was accompanied by the Most Rev-
erend John Carroll, Archbishop of Baltimore, who
was expected to add weight to its appeal to the French
Roman Catholics.

The task of receiving these distinguished men in
a manner calculated to flatter them and impress the
Canadian public was one which Arnold doubtless
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found quite to his taste. The committee were at
once conducted to his headquarters, the imposing
mansion of the Canadian rebel, Thomas Walker,
where they were received, as Carroll tells us, in a
most polite and friendly manner by the General and
‘“a genteel company of ladies and gentlemen who had
assembled ’’ there.

But the envoys arrived too late to be of any real
service to the cause they represented. The lines were
already strictly drawn, and as spring approached the
inevitable collapse of the siege of Quebec began to be
foreseen by rebel sympathizers as well as by loyalists
and those shrewd trimmers who were prepared to
follow either flag to victory. Franklin, who was past
seventy years of age, suffered so much from exposure
on the journey that after fen days spent at Mon-
treal he was obliged to return. The others made a
longer stay, but had no substantial results to show
for their labors.

Meanwhile the troops before Quebec, now increased
to about two thousand effectives, with several hun-
dred men still on the sick list, began with the advent
of spring to make some efforts to throw off the
inertia which defeat, sickness and cold had bred
within them. They even became once more aggres-
sive. During the month of April, although obliged
to work on snow-shoes part of the time,—for even
as late as the 3d of May snow covered the ground—
they erected and opened a battery of three twelve-
pounders and one eight-inch howitzer at Point Levi,
and another on a slight elevation known as ‘‘Les
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Buttes & Neveu,’’ on the Heights of Abraham oppo-
gite St. Louis gate, within four hundred yards of
the walls. This battery mounted one twenty-four
pounder, four twelve-pounders, two six-pounders and
two howitzers. A third battery of two guns, called
¢¢Smith’s,”” on a point of land near the mouth of the
St. Charles, upon the opposite bank to the city, had
been playing intermittently and abortively since the
22d of January. Still, even the heavier ordnance
they now possessed made no impression on the mas-
give walls of the city—their red-hot shots did no
perceptible damage—and at length the continuous
and accurate fire of the garrison compelled them
to dismantle their batteries and drag off their guns.
They had hit and injured some of the shipping, and
wounded some of those on board, but doubtless did
not then know that they had done so.

The utter failure of the artillery to produce any
results whatever was a source of deep discourage-
ment to the Americans. The project of another as-
sault upon the fortifications of the town seems never
to have been seriously entertained, but no little reli-
ance had been placed upon the ability of the heavier
ordnance supplied by General Wooster to batter a
breach in the defenses, and subject the city to all
the terrors of an active bombardment. Disappointed
in this expectation, the enthusiasm of the men flagged
once more, and only the promise of fresh reinforce-
ments kept hope alive and justified the stubborn
prolongation of the siege.

These reinforcements were looked for from various
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quarters. Washington had brought the investment of
Boston to a victorious issue on the 17th of March,
and a part of his army was therefore available for
service in Canada. The regiments of Colonels Pat-
terson, Bond, Graham, and Poor were immediately
ordered to Quebec, by way of the Hudson River and
Lake Champlain. All told, these regiments numbered
only about eleven hundred men. A considerable force
‘had also been collected at Fort George under General
Schuyler, who had recovered from his illness of the
previous year, and waited only for the lakes to be
clear of ice in order to commence the march to
Quebec. This detachment included six companies of
" Connecticut troops, two companies of the 1st Penn-
gylvania regiment, three companies of New Jersey
troops, and two companies of Van Schaick’s from
New York. There were two more companies of New
Jersey troops about thirty-five miles below Crown
Point, on their way to Canada. The rest of the New
Jersey regiment had crossed the boundary. Five
companies of the 2d Pennsylvania regiment were at
Fort Edward, waiting for the lake to open, and two
companies of the 1st Pennsylvania were on their way
from New York.

It was evident that Quebec was a prize for which
the large fleet of reinforcements already despatched
from England, and the new army of the Americans
were to race. Unfortunately for the latter, it was
now the worst possible season of the year for its
purposes. The lakes and rivers were not yet open
for navigation, while the ice, which stil] ecovered
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them, had grown too thin and rotten fo bear the
weight of an army in safety. On land the roads
were rendered impassable by the slush and mud
which are the inevitable accompaniments of a wan-
ing northern winter. Not only days, but weeks, were
thus wasted in tedious and exasperating delays, until
it became almost a certainty that the St. Lawrence
would offer a clear road to the English ships, long
before Schuyler could possibly appear before Quebec.

On the 1st of May, General John Thomas, the
‘““hero of Dorchester Heights,’’ who had been dis-
patched to relieve Wooster, arrived in camp. Congress
had appointed General Charles Lee to this duty earlier
in the season, but that erratic and untrustworthy offi-
cer—a traitor at heart, as recent discoveries have
proved—had delayed his departure on the plea of ill
health, so long that in the end he was transferred to
the Southern Department, and the command assigned
to a more honorable and patriotic soldier. When
Thomas arrived before Quebec, he found the Conti-
nental army shrunken to about nineteen hundred
men, of whom not much more than one thousand
were fit for duty; furthermore nearly one-third of that
number were preparing to depart, as their enlist-
ment had expired on the 15th day of April. There
were only one hundred and fifty pounds of powder
and six days’ rations in the encampment, no in-
trenching tools and no competent engineers. The
Canadians would no longer accept the paper money of
Congress; their priests refused to confess those who
joined the rebel ranks, and although the Yankees tried
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to checkmate them by hiring one Lotbiniere, a priest,
for fifteen hundred livres per annum, and the promise
to make him a bishop as soon as Quebec was taken,
to confess all who applied to him, the refusal of
priestly sanction and comfort continued a powerful
factor in the struggle. Owing to the more apparent
prospect of British success, the Canadians had experi-
enced plainly a change of heart, while the indifferent
success of their plans and hopes bred in the Americans
a bitterness which made them less careful to preserve
their attitnde of friendship and conciliation. Spring
was rapidly ripening the seeds of discontent and im-
patience which the occupation of the country by the
Americans had gradunally sown during the winter. A
general rising of the Canadians might be expected,
should the anticipated reinforcements from England
arrive.



CHAPTER XIX
THE CAMPAIGN FAILS

Suvcr were the gloomy prospects which General
Thomas found awaiting him. Indeed it seemed a
foregone conclusion that his talents and energies
could only find employment in directing a retreat
from a position fast becoming untenable. Before
yielding to the inevitable, however, the besiegers de-
termined to strike one more blow at the city which
had so calmly defied their hostility. The river was
by this time practically clear of ice, and it was de-
cided to prepare and launch a fire-ship, which should
be carried by wind or tide into the cul-de-sac at the
Lower Town, to the destruction of all the shipping
which lay there. It was also thought possible that
the fire might spread to the houses of the Lower
Town, thus inflicting additional damage on the en-
emy. Of this plan, as indeed of most of the other
counsels of the Americans, Carleton received earls
and circumstantial information from a deserter.

On May 3 the sentries on the walls of Quebec
descried a ship approaching the city from below,
and the news was quickly spread through the towm.
The vessel was at once hailed as the first of the fleet
despatched from England, for although the wind and
tide were both in the stranger’s favor, it did not oc-
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cur to the citizens or the soldiers that a fire-ship would
come except from above the town, borne on the cur-
rent of the river. The ramparts of the Upper Town
and the wharves of the Lower Town were soon thick
with happy townspeople shouting to one another,
‘‘Navire! Navire!’’ ‘A ship! A ship!’’- But to this
shout of joy quickly succeeded cries of terror and
consternation. There was an explosion, and from
the strange vessel a cloud of smoke and sparks arose
and drifted rapidly toward the fown. A strong wind
filled every sail and the fire-ship (a schooner, the
property of Simon Fraser, captured by the rebels at
the Isle of Orleans) threatened within a few moments
to drive its flaming hulk, full of inflammable mate-
rials, into the midst of the crowded shipping.

The cannoneers rushed to their guns, and from
the grand battery poured a storm of shot upon the
blazing vessel, hoping to sink her. Then a boat con-
taining those who had thus far navigated the fire-ship
left her side and sped away toward Point Levi. In
the universal confidence that the newcomer was a ship
from England, she had been allowed fo approach the
cul-de-sac without the least opposition. The air was
full of the smell of powder, of sulphur and of pitch,
of smoke and flying cinders. The shipping, including
thirty merchantmen, the frigate Lizard and the sloop
Hunter, probably the Lower Town itself, seemed
doomed. Another hundred yards passed and the
purpose of the Americans would be effected. .

Certainly some jealous Homeric goddess must have
protected Quebeec, for even this trinmph was denied
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at the last moment to the besiegers. The sails of the
fire-ship caught fire, she steered wildly; the tide
turned, and so strong an eddy caught her that al-
though the wind was northeast she grounded on Beau-
port Flats, where, helplessly, to the great joy of her
enemies and the mortification of her friends, she vom-
ited forth the last of her bellyful of bombs, grenades
and squibs, and expired a charred and blackened fail-
ure. The garrison thought that during the expected
confusion, the Americans were prepared to make a
general assault, but this does not seem to have been
the case.

Three days later, between four and five in the
morning, the Isis, a fifty-gun ship, commanded by
Captain Charles Douglas, which had left Portland
March 11, came into view from the beleaguered city.
It was followed closely by the Martin, a sloop of
war of fourteen guns, and by a third vessel, the ship
Surprise, Captain Lindsey, which had sailed in com-
pany with the Martin from Plymouth, March 20,
forerunners of the expected British fleet. They
had forced their way through the floating ice up the
St. Lawrence, with great danger and difficulty.

The citizens, half-dressed, ran down to the grand
battery to feast their eyes on the joyous sight, while
Captain Douglas’s salute of twenty guns pealed out
the death-knell of the rebel hopes, and the responsive
volleys from the citadel and the clanging of all the
bells in the city sang the Te Deum of the garrison
and citizens.

Sad, indeed, was the fate of Arnold’s men in
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prison, more hopeless than ever their situation,—
their enemies overwhelmingly reinforced, the Ameri-
can batteries already proven impotent, and their
army about to be driven in disorder from the envi-
rons of the city. Those were not the days when
rebels were dealt with leniently; their outlook was a
voyage to England, subject to all those indignities
which Ethan Allen had suffered; a speedy trial, and
if not death, a severe and perhaps a cruel sentence.
As Colonel Greene, in his prison, listened to the tri-
umphant strains of martial music rising from the
Lower Town, where the redcoats were disembarking
from the Isis and the Surprise, he was heard to ex-
claim in so emphatic a tone that the words became a
proverb among his men: ‘I will never again be taken
prisoner alive.”’

Thomas had held a council of officers on the
5th day of May, and decided upon a retreat, with
the intention of making a stand at Deschambaunlt or
Jacques Cartier, which commanded a pass between
two mountains, eleven leagunes above Quebec. Upon
the approach of the British ships, therefore, camp
was broken with all speed and not without panie,
for news came up the river that seven transports,
carrying General Burgoyne, with thousands of British
regulars and Hessians, were already near at hand.
A force of about one thousand men, composed of
the Royal Emigrants, two companies of the 29th
regiment, two hundred marines, the Halifax artif-
icers, and some of the English and French militia,
in two divisions, six columns deep, with four brass
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six-pounders, one division under Carleton, the other
commanded by MclLean, sallied that very day, at
noon, by the gates St. John and St. Louis. How-
ever, they moved out with a caution most flattering
to the Americans, and advanced carefully, though
greeted by only a few scattered shots, to the scene of
the battle of April 28, 1760, where Murray almost
lost to the Chevalier de Levis what Wolfe had died to
gain. Here they expected battle would be offered
them. On their way, they burnt the houses which
had afforded shelter to the Americans, and an ad-
vance party, under Captain Nairn, of McLean’s reg-
iment, advanced upon the two batteries near the
city.

Meantime, General Thomas and the New England
officers were trying to the full extent of their power
to form their men, who were hurriedly assembling at
their respective quarters; but when the British opened
with their field pieces upon a scant rear-guard of
some two hundred and fifty men hastily formed to
cover the retreat, the greafer number of the troops
broke and fled with their baggage, in many cases
throwing away their muskets and bayonets. The
batteries were abandoned, and seized by Nairn.

Colonel Maxwell of the Pennsylvanians succeeded
. in forming nine hundred men in ambush to meet the
enemy, but receiving orders from Thomas to retire,
joined in the general retreat. Some of the Pennsyl-
vania troops lost all their baggage, and did not have
time to save even their provisions. The artillery,
the camp equipments, most of the ammunition, and
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some valuable papers were abandoned, and many of
the sick were left to the mercy of the enemy.
Fortunately, the British did not quickly follow up
their advantage, their intention having been merely
to demolish the batteries and not to bring on a gen-
eral engagement. But upon sight of a small force of
Americans preparing to meet them, and many others
in full retreat, they formed a line of battle; the Fusi-
leers and Emigrants on the right, the British militia
and sailors on the left, with the newcomers of the
29th in the center. The French were formed as a
corps-de-reserve, in the rear. Then, upon the disap-
pearance of the Americans, McLean’s regiment, the
Royal Emigrants, sat down to eat the dinner of the
American general, which they found ready upon his
table. The Surprise and Martin were sent up the
river, where they recaptured the Gaspé, half prepared
as a fire-ship, and the schooner Mary, and took a few
prisoners, but no further advance was made that day
by the British land force, and their war vessels were
constrained by contrary conditions of navigation to
drop their anchors a little below the Falls of Riche-
lien. Meanwhile the Americans retreated about twelve
miles on the 6th and thirty miles more on the 7th.
Concerned, as we are, only with the fortunes of
Arnold’s men—the Cambridge detachment—we are
spared the disappointing chronicle of succeeding
events. We should have to describe how General
Thomas first prepared to make a stand at Descham-
bault, then evacuated it, gave ground again, and con-
tinued his retreat across the St. Lawrence to Sorel;
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how, contending with every difficulty in tireless efforts
to provision his army and resist that terrible scourge
smallpox, he at last contracted the disease himself,
and died at Chambly; how Arnold with his little gar-
rison of three hundred men abandoned Montreal to
join Thomas, as Burgoyne and the troops of the King
advanced towards Three Rivers; how, after a union
with the new army of thirty-five hundred men under
General John Sullivan, and some of those reinforce-
ments which, owing to the severity of the weather and
the ice on the lakes, had been foo late in coming to
the rescue, Canada was finally evacuated in June,
1776, after some skirmishing which resulted in hu-
miliating American defeats at the Cedars and at
Three Rivers.

Thus was British America lost to the Sisterhood
of States, or, as Lieutenant Ainslie, of the Quebec
garrison would have it, ‘‘Thus was the country
round Quebec freed from a swarm of misguided
people, led by designing men, enemies to the liberty
of their country, under the specious title of the
Asserters of American Rights.”” Captain Matthew
Smith and Lieutenant Simpson of Arnold’s detach-
ment, who were stationed on the Isle of Orleans,
having no timely information of the decision to re-
treat, lost some of their men by capture, though
Smith himself escaped. They were brought to the
Dauphin jail, and from them the prisoners learned
details and incidents of the winter blockade, of the
progress of which the gossip of the guard and the
intermittent cannonade had most uncertainly ad-
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vised them. The Americans at Point Levi and
Charlesbourg escaped as best they could through the
woods—for their first knowledge of the retreat was
the sight of the hurried breaking of the camp on the
Plains of Abraham. It was to meet their case and
that of others like them that Carleton later issued
proclamation, essentially humane, in spite of its
somewhat arrogant wording:

‘Whereas I am informed that many of His Majesty’s
deluded subjects of the neighboring Provinces, laboring
under wounds and divers disorders, are dispersed in the
adjoining woods and Parishes, and in great danger of per-
ishing from want of proper assistance, all Captains and
other officers of militia are hereby commanded to make dili-
gent search for all such distressed persons, and afford them
all necessary relief, and convey them to the General Hos-
pital, where proper care shall be taken of them. All rea-
sonable expenses which shall be incurred in complying with
these orders shall be paid by the Receiver General. And
lest a consciousness .of past offenses should deter these mis-
erable wretches from receiving that assistance which their
distressed situation may require, I hereby make known to
them that as soon as their health is returned, they shall
have free liberty to return to their respective Provinees.

How much response this proclamation met with
there are no records to show; probably it saved some
lives and no little suffering. At all events the spirit
of humanity which dictated it, & spirit which Carleton
showed on more than one other occasion, deserves a
word of appreciation.

20
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We have now only to recount the further experi-
ences of our poor prisoners of war in the Seminary
of Laval and the Dauphin jail. After their friends,
the besiegers, had decamped, the prisoners gave up
all hope of being retaken and even of ever seeing
their families again, but they now received fresh food,
and the comparative freedom they were allowed ren-
dered their condition more tolerable, although the
scurvy and other distempers, contracted during the
long and rigid confinement, still tormented them.
About the 15th of May, Colonel Mecl.ean, with some
of the officers who had just arrived with the fleet from
England, entered the Dauphin jail about midday.
Captain Prentice, by direction of Colonel McLean,
pointed out to these officers those who had been named
to him as the leaders in the proposed outbreak. The
blacksmith was then ordered to remove the prisoners’
irons. After the officers had departed he said to the
captives, ‘‘Come, come, gentlemen, you can now put
off your iroms.’”” In a moment they were free, and
the shackles were never again put upon their limbs.

Major Meigs, on the 16th of May, was paroled and
allowed to go home, a favor which seems to have been
accorded him because he saved the life of a British
officer, probably Laws, on the night of the assault.
Captain Dearborn also secured a parole and was sent
home about the same time on account of continued
illness. On the 5th of June, Carleton, with a number
of his officers, visited the prisoners again, and after
inquiring kindly for their welfare, suggested that if he
could rely upon their honor, he might accept their pa-
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role and send them home. They lost no time in send-
ing him the following reply:

‘We, the prisoners in his Majesty’s gaols, return Your
Excellency our most happy and unfeigned thanks for your
clemency and goodness to us whilst in prison. Being sen-
sible of your humanity, we give Your Excellency thanks for
your offer made us yesterday, and having a desire to return
to our friends and families again, we promise not to take
up arms against his Majesty, but remain peaceable and
quiet in our respective places of abode, and we further
assure your Excellency that you may depend upon our
fidelity.

So we remain your Excellency’s humble servants.

On the following day the officers also petitioned
the Governor in behalf of the private soldiers in the
Dauphin jail, begging that some measures should be
taken for their relief, and that if possible they should
be allowed to return to their families, ‘‘ many of whom
must be reduced to the deepest distress.’”’ But the
Governor changed his mind and answered both these
petitions in the negative, and though the officers later
addressed a second petition to him, a parole which
they could accept, that is to say, one which omitted
the words, ‘‘ We will never take up arms against his
Majesty,”” was not offered them, nor were arrange-
ments made for their departure from Quebec until
the 11th of August. Then men and officers were
allowed to give their parole, and in five transports
convoyed by the frigate Pearl, under Captain McKen-
zie, they sailed for New York and home. Lamb,
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Morgan, Oswald, Steele, McAlister, McClean, Heth,
Bruen, Wister, Duncan, McGuire, Porterfield, Moody,
and Nichols were on the ship Lord Sandwich; Greene
and others on the John and Christopher; Colonel
Irvine, with a number of comrades, on the Prince of
Wales; and the remainder of the prisoners on the
Mermaid and a fifth vessel.

Carleton generously presented the officers on board
each transport with a cask of wine and five sheep
for sea stores, and the Bishop of Quebec also con-
tributed two casks of wine, eight loaves of sugar, and
several pounds of green tea. The tea was respect-
fully and with dignity declined, and the Bishop, with
true Christian spirit, sent coffee instead. To each of
the rank and file Carleton sent a shirt, a garment
sadly needed by most of them, and also advanced
money to supply the immediate necessities of many
of the men and officers.

After a voyage of a full month the fleet of trans-
ports hove to off Sandy Hook, on the 11th and 12th
of September, 1776, in plain view of the British
encampment on Staten Island and the fleet of about
four hundred vessels and fransports in the harbor.
One man, Thomas Garver by name, died on the voy-
age. Sergeant Thomas Gibson and another young
fellow of Hendricks’s company, John Blair, determined
to escape from their ship, which was anchored three
miles south of Governor’s Island. Dressed only in
shirts and trousers, they went forward into the fore-
castle, where there happened to be two large New-
foundland dogs; these they set to fighting and, hav-
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ing thus engaged the sailors, they returned to the
stern of the vessel, stripped off their clothes and
jumped into the water. They swam to the boat
under the stern of the ship, secured her, and had
rowed a thousand yards before the boat was missed.
Upon their discovery the other boats of the vessel
were sent out after the fugitives, but they had too
long a start. After rowing about five miles, naked,
they landed at Bergen’s Neck, where they bartered
their boat for some clothing. They then went to
Washington’s headquarters, but their exploit met
with his disapproval, as they had given their parole.
After a year of manful struggle with adversity for
the cause of their country, the shattered remnant of
Arnold’s brave battalions at last gazed upon their
native shores. Defeat and mortification greeted them
even here, for they saw New York in flames, and
their compatriots evacuating it. After a week of ex-
asperating delay they were allowed to land about
three miles from Elizabethtown, and made their way
as best they could to their widely separated homes.
Out of Thayer’s company, which left Cambridge
with eighty-seven men, including officers, the cap-
tain, one lieutenant, and nine of the rank and file
remained. Of Morgan’s company of ninety-six Vir-
ginians, not more than twenty-five ever reached their
homes. The two Pennsylvania companies of riflemen
made hardly a better showing, while the remaining
New England companies, who continued to advance
after the council of war on the Dead River, had like-
wise been decimated again and again by exposure,
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disease and the hand of the enemy. Many of those
who survived for a time after their return would have
exclaimed with Henry, as he closes his narrative of
his experiences: ‘‘ Would to God my extreme suffer-
ings had then ended a life which since has been a
tissue of labor, pain, and misery;’’ but many also
doubtless shared with Private Abner Stocking, another
survivor of the expedition, the devout feelings with
which his return to the home he had hardly dared
hope again to see, inspired him:

Never did my thanks to my Creator and Preserver arise
with more sincerity than at the present moment. How
kind has been that Providence which has preserved me
through so many dangers and sufferings, and returned me
in health and safety to the bosom of my friends. When
wandering through the Wilderness, faint, hungry and weary,
God was my support, and did not suffer me, like others,
to fall by the wayside; when sick and in prison he visited
me, when a captive he set me free. May I ever be grateful
to my Divine Protector, and may my future life be devoted
to his service!|

Such was the simple piety of many of that de-
voted little army. On the stern but confident
religion of their youth, taught them under the white
steeples of their village meeting-houses, they leaned,
full of faith, as upon a strong staff, in the days of
hunger, cold, and wretchedness in the wilderness,
and in the weary hours of disease and defeat before
the fortress city of Quebec. To this, and to the noble
sentiment of patriotism which glowed in every heart,
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we must attribute the fortitude and the dauntless
courage which supported them throughout all their
labors, sufferings and disappointments.

Surely they have deserved an earlier historian
and a worthier pen than mine, and from their country
a more fitting memorial than the simple shaft tardily
erected with private funds on the ground where the
riflemen camped at Old Newbury!






APPENDIX A

A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL LIST OF CONTEMPORARY
JOURNALS

TaE following list gives some information concern-
ing all of the journals describing Arnold’s march
through the wilderness or the siege of Quebec, the
existence of which was known to the author of this
volume. A part have attained actual publication,
others have been printed for private distribution,
while a few are to be found only in the worn and
tattered manuscript of the men who wrote them a
hundred and twenty-five years ago. They constitute
a fairly large and invariably interesting body of his-
torical material, which preserves unimpaired the quaint
individuality of their widely diverse authors, and the
unmistakable color and atmosphere of a period which
must always be of particular importance to the stu-
dent of American history. The reader will find much
to entertain bim in any of these journals to which he
may be able to gain access.

AMERICAN JOURNALS

ArnNoLp’s JourNaL. This Journal was left by Arnold
at West Point, when he fled on hearing of the capture of
André, and was found among his papers by Judge Pierpont
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Edwards, of Connecticut, who was appointed to administer
upon the goods and estate of Arnold, his treason making
him dead in law. ‘‘The manuscript was in existence in
1835, though in a rather dilapidated state.”” It was last
noted by Mr. Justin Winsor as owned by Mr. S. L. M.
Barlow, of New York. A copy made of it when owned by
Judge Edwards is in the ‘‘Sparks Manuseripts’’ (LII,
Vol. II). Extracts were published in the appendix to the
life of Burr, by Samuel L. Knapp, 1835. Its first pages,
heretofore missing, are found in Foree’s Archives, Vol. III,
page 1058. They are written by ‘‘ Eleazer Oswald, Secretary
pro tem.”’

HeNRY’S JOURNAL, entitled ‘‘ An Accurate and Interest-
ing Account of the Hardships and Sufferings of the Band
of Heroes who Traversed the Wilderness in the Campaign
Against Quebec in 1775.”” By John Joseph Henry, Esq.,
late President of the Second Judicial District of Pennsyl-
vania. Lancaster: Printed by William Greer, 1812.
Pp. 225. Small 12mo,

The same.—Library edition. ‘‘Campaign Against Que-
bec, being an Accurate and Interesting Account of the
Hardships and Sufferings of that Band of Heroes who
Traversed the Wilderness by the Route of the Kennebec
and Chaudiére Rivers to Quebec, in the year 1775.” By
John Joseph Henry, Esq., late President of the Second
Judicial District of Pennsylvania. Revised edition, with
corrections and alterations. Watertown, N. Y.: Printed
and published by Knowlton & Rice, 1844. Pp. 212. 16mo.
(Sketch of the life of Arnold, copied mainly from Spark’s
Biography, at the end of the second edition in the place of
notes in the first edition).

The same.—Third edition. ‘‘ Account of Arnold’s Cam-
paign against Quebec and of the Hardships and Sufferings of
that Band of Heroes, who Traversed the Wilderness of Maine
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from Cambridge to the St. Lawrence in the Autumn of 1775.”’
By John Joseph Henry, one of the survivors. Albany. Joel
Munsell, 1877. With a Memoir of Judge Henry by his
grandson, Aubrey H. Smith. Ietters from the Pennsylvania
Journal and Weekly Advertiser, Jan. 3, 1776. Roll of Capt.
Matthew Smith’s Company. Henry’s Journal has also been
printed with portrait of the author in Vol. XV of the Penn-
sylvania Archives.

McCox’s Journan. Henry’s Journal states that Ser-
geant William McCoy, of Captain Hendricks’s company,
while in confinement in Quebee, gave to Major Munay, of the
British garrison, a correct copy of a journal kept by him-
self through the wilderness. Whether it was carried to Eng-
land is not known. It was probably never published.

HasgeLL’s JourNAL. May 5, 1775, to May 30, 1776. It
includes the early part of the siege of Boston, and notes the
hardships and privation endured by the troops in this expe-
dition. It is a diary kept by Caleb Haskell, of Newburyport,
Mass., a private in Captain Ward’s company. Published in
pamphlet form by William H. Huse & Co., Newburyport,
1881. Edited, with notes, by Lothrop Withington. Mr.
‘Withington’s notes give the names of some of the men who
hailed from Newbury and Newburyport, who were soldiers of
the Quebec detachment. The manuscript of this journal is
believed to be in the possession of some of Haskell’s descend-
ants in Newburyport. The pamphlet edited by Mr. With-
ington is already rare. The one which he so courteously
presented to me, I shall in turn present to the Boston Public
Library. '

MEeLviN’S JoUurNAL. This is entitled ‘“ A Journal of the
Expedition to Quebee, in the year 1775, under the Command
of Colonel Benediet Arnold.”’ By James Melvin, a private in
Captain Dearborn’s company. New York, 1857. With in-
troductory reémarks and notes by W. J. D. Large 8vo.
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Tinted paper. Pp. 30. 100 copies only printed. It com-
mences at Cambridge September 13, 1775, and terminates at
Quebec, August 5, 1776. It was edited by William J. Davis,
Esq., late private secretary of Hon. George Bancroft. Of
the author nothing is known beyond the statement made in
the title page.

Mzias’s JourNAL. This is entitled ‘‘ Journal of the Ex-
pedition Against Quebec, under Command of Colonel
Benedict Arnold, in the year 1775,’’ by Major Return J.
Meigs, with introduction and notes by Charles J. Bushnell.
New York. Privately printed, 1864. 8vo. Fine tinted
paper, with portrait of Colonel Christopher Greene. Pp. 57.
It begins September 9, at Roxbury, and closes at Quebee,
January 1, 1776. The journal was printed in the Massa-
chusetts Historical Collections, Second Series, Vol. I1, 1814.

Wagre’s Journan. This is entitled, ‘A Journal of a
March from Cambridge on an Expedition Against Quebee,’’ in
Colonel Benedict Arnold’s Detachment, September 13, 1775.
Kept by Joseph Ware, of Needham, Mass. Published in the
New England Historical and Genealogical Register, Vol. VI,
1852, with notes by Justin Winsor, of Boston. The author
was a private in Captain Samuel Ward’s company,

SQuier’s JOURNAL, entitled ‘‘The Diary of Ephraim
Squier,’’ September 7 to November 25, 1775, is preserved in
the Pension Office, Washington, and is printed in the ‘‘ Maga-
zine of American History’’ (Vol. II, p. 685). This is the
only account that has come to my notice of the adventures of
Colonel Enos’s men on their retreat.

THAYER’S JOURNAL. ‘‘Invasion of Canada in 1775,"
including the journal of Captain Simeon Thayer, describing
the perils and sufferings of the army under Colonel Benedict
Arnold, with notes and appendix by E. M. Stone. Provi-
dence, 1867, being Vol. VI of the Rhode Island Historical
Society Collections.
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TopEAM’s JoURNAL. This journal has never been
printed. The manuscript is now in the possession of the
author's grandson, James G. Topham, Esq., of Newport,
through whose courtesy I was permitted to make a copy. I
shall present that copy to the Boston Public Library.

HeTrH'S JOURNAL. A ‘‘ Journal of Lieutenant Wm. Heth,’’
of Morgan’s riflemen, is referred to in Marshall’s ‘‘ Washing-
ton,”’ pp. 53-57, and also in Graham'’s ‘‘ Life of Daniel Mor-
gan,’’ where Morgan in his account of the assault on Quebee,
mentions its existence. Wm. Heth’s grandson is Richard
H. M. Harrison of Richmond, Virginia. He is said to have
a crayon portrait of Lieutenant Heth and possibly the manu-
script of the journal.

‘WbE’s JOURNAL. This has been edited by Justin
Winsor, It is the diary of Ebenezar Wilde. The manu-
script was given to Harvard College Library in 1850 by
W. S. Stoddard.

PorTERFIELD’S JOURNAL. Charles Porterfield, ensign of
Morgan’s company, wrote a journsal, an extract from which,
relating to the attack on Quebec, was printed by the ‘‘ Maga-
zine of American History’’ in April, 1889. George A.
Porterfield, of Charlestown, West Virginia, writes me that
he and Richard P. Bell, Esq., of Staunton, Virginia, great-
great-grand-nephew of Charles Porterfield, have made a
thorough but unsuecessful search for this manuseript.

PIERCE’S JOURNAL. This is noted by Mr. Stone as the
journal of John Pierce, one of Church’s scouts or surveyors,
and in the possession of Charles Congdon, Esq., a member
of the Bradford Club of New York. I find that Mr. Cong-
don’s library, after his decease, was sold and a portion of it
purchased by Mr. Jos. F. Sabin. Neither Mr. Sabin nor
Mr. Henry M. Congdon, son of Mr. Congdon, have any
knowledge of the whereabouts of the journal. The Brad-
ford Club long ago ceased to exist.

i e e Ao e e o
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Dr. Isaac SenTER’S JOURNAL. This is entitled, *‘The
Journal of Isaac Senter, Physician and Surgeon to the
troops detached from the American army encamped at Cam-
bridge, Mass., on a Secret Expedition against Quebee, under
the command of Colonel Benedict Arnold, in September,
1775."" Philadelphia: Published by the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania, 1846. To this edition is prefixed a brief
notice of the manuseript of the journal and a biographical
preface. A few notes of reference are added. ¢ This journal
was carried to Philadelphia, where it was lost sight of for
many years, and finally came into the hands of Dr. Lewis
Roper, of that city, whose perception of its importance in-
duced him to communicate it to the Pennsylvania Historical
Society. It commences at Cambridge September 13, 1775,
and closes at Quebee, January 6, 1776."”” Mr. C. A. Munn,
of New York, now has the manuseript.

HEeNDRICKS’S JOURNAL. This is entitled ‘‘ Journal of the
March of a Party of Provincials from Carlyle to Boston,’’
and from thence to Quebee, begun July 13 and ended
December 31, 1775; to which is added an ‘‘ Account of
the Attack and Engagement of Quebee, the 31lst of
December, 1775. GQGlasgow, 1775, pp. 36. It is the
journal of a company of riflemen, under Captain Wil-
liam Hendricks and John Chambers, and was sent from
Quebec to Glasgow by a gentleman who appended the
account. This journal has been printed in Vol. XV of the
Pennsylvania Archives. The name of the author of ‘‘ The
Account ’’ is not given.

StocriNGg’S JOURNAL. ‘‘ An Interesting Journal of Abner
Stocking of Chatham, Connecticut.’”” Published by his rel-
atives after his decease. Catskill Eagle Office, 1810. A
copy of this journal may be found in the Prince Collection
of the Boston Public Library. Stocking was a private in
Handchett’s company.
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MorisoN’s JOURNAL.—A very rare copy of this journal
is in the library of the Pennsylvania Historical Society.
It was written by George Morison, a volunteer in Hendricks’s
company, and printed at Hagerstown, Maryland, in 1803.
An account of the assault on Quebee, taken from this jour-
nal, is printed in the ‘‘ Pennsylvania Magazine,”’ Vol. XIV,
1890, with a brief sketch of Morison’s career. This society
has kindly permitted me to have a copy made of the journal.
This I shall present to the library of Harvard College.

Francis NicHoLAs’ PApErs.—These papers have recently
come into possession of the Pennsylvania Historical Society.
Portions have been printed in their Historical Magazine.

CrArLES DENNIS RuscoE D’Errs Memoies.—Published
at Exeter, 1800; begins with the fall of Montgomery. A
copy in Harvard College Library. This is a small book
of little value.

TBE JOoURNAL oF CoLONEL RupoLrPHUS RrTZEMA, of the
1st New York regiment, from August 8, 1775, to March
30, 1776, now in the New York Historical Society, and
printed in Magazine of American History, February, 1877.
This journal becomes of value in this connection only after
January 1, 1776,

ENGLISH, FRENCH AND CANADIAN JOURNALS

LertEr oF CoLONEL (genersally known as Major) Henry
CaLDWELL, written on board the Hunter, British armed ves-
sel. Relates particularly to the attack on Quebec.

JOURNAL OF THE MosT REMARKABLE OQCCURRENCES IN
QUEBEC FREOM THE l4trH OF NOVEMBER, 1775, 70 THE TTH OF
May, 1776. By an officer of the garrison. Printed in the col-
lections of the New York Historical Society for the year 1880.
This journal, or one very similar to it in language and con-
tents, appears in ‘‘ William Smith’s History of Canada, 1815.’’
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JOURNAL OF THE SIEGE AND BLOCKADE OF QUEBEC BY
THE AMERICAN REBELS, in autumn of 1775 and winter of
1776. Manuscript last noted as in possession of Hon. J. M.
Fraser, Esq., who allowed a copy of it to be made for the
use of the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec.
Printed by that society in 1875.

Amnsur’s JourNaL. This is a journal by one Thomas
Ainslie of the most remarkable occurrences in the Province
of Quebee, from the appearance of the rebels in Septem-
ber, 1775, until their retreat the 6th of May. ‘‘Sit mshs
fas audsta loqui:’’ Virgil. 1776, The manuscript is in the
Harvard University library. 1 think it has never been
printed. See there, Vol. I. Sparks Manuscripts. It is
probably the best British journal extant.

UNKNOWN AUTHOR’S JoUrNAL. I think probably Cap-
tain Owen’s. The author was evidently an artillery officer,
stationed most of the time on the ramparts. Manuseript
also in Sparks Manuseripts.

JOURNAL OF THE SIEGE oF QuEeBEC, 1775. From the
manuscripts of George Chalmers. Bought in London 1843.
Journal of the Siege from December 1, 1775. Earliest entry
is December 5; the last May 9, 1776.

JOURNAL OF THE SIEGE oF QUEBEC IN 1775-76. Edited
by W. T. P. Short, London, 1824, Mentioned in Winsor’s
¢¢ Critical History of America.’’

A NamraTIVE. Written by James Thompson, who was
during the siege acting engineer. Is quoted at length by
J. M. Lemoine in his ‘‘ Quebec, Past and Present.’”” Mr,
Thompson’s papers are now in the possession of the Literary
and Historical Society of Quebeec.

FreNcH JoURNALS. John G. Shea, Esq., of New York,
brought from Canada two journals in manuscript, written
respectively by French notaries; one at Quebeec and the
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other at Three Rivers, ‘‘about the Invasions of the Bos-
tonnais.”’

Le Mémoire de Badeauz, ou Journal commencé anx Trois-
Riviéres le 18 May, 1775. In 1873 the manuscript of this
journal was in the possession of M. Amable Berthelot, of
Quebec.

Le Mémoire de Sanguinet, Ou Le Témoin Oculaire.

Des Egxtracts du Mémoire de M. Berthelot. It is not
known whether the manuscript exists.

Le Mémoire de M. Lorimer, intitulé: Mes Services.

These four journals preceding have been copied and
printed in M. L’Abbé Verreau’s Invasion du Canada, Mon-
treal, 1873.

Le Mémoire de B. D’Artigny. Abstracts are quoted in
Faucher de St. Maurice’s Sketch of Montgomery.
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APPENDIX B

SUBSEQUENT CAREERS OF MEMBERS OF THE
EXPEDITION

Peruaps the reader would be interested to hear
what fate befell those heroes who thus passed alive
through famine, pestilence and battle to secure to their
posterity our American institutions and the countless
blessings which have fallen to our country since the
war of the Revolution. The good steel of which they
were made had been well tempered by their sufferings,
and a remarkable number became very prominent in
the history of the Republic. Almost all the officers,
as soon as exchanged, reénlisted.

Morgan fought in almost every battle of the war, was
the hero of Cowpens, and turned the tide for the Americans
with his celebrated rifle corps on many a hard-fought field.
He rose to be a major-general, and was elected a member of
Congress. He died at Winchester, Virginia, after a long
and painful illness, in 1799.

Captain Matthew Smith was promoted to a majority.
In 1778-9 be served as a member of the Supreme Executive
Council of Pennsylvania, and was at one time acting vice-
president of that state. He died at Milton, Pennsylvania,
July 21, 1794.

Lieutenant-Colonel Greene distinguished himself by his
heroic defense of Red Bank in 1777, and continued in the
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service till 1781, when he was attacked in his quarters, near
Croton River, N. Y., by a party of refugees, overpowered and
barbarously murdered, his corpse mutilated and flung into
the woods.

Of the captains of Greene’s division, Thayer distin-
guished himself as a commander of the gallant little garri-
son of Fort Mifflin, lost an eye at Monmouth and retired
in 1781, with the rank of major. He was for several years
brigadier-general of the militia of Providence county, Rhode
Island. He was killed by a fall from his horse in 1800,
in the sixty-third year of his age.

Topham left the army a colonel. He was for many years
a deputy to the General Assembly from Newport. He died
a natural death in 1793, aged fifty-five years. He had eleven
sons and twin daughters. Ten of the sons went to sea; none
of these ever returned or were heard of afterwards.

Major Bigelow, at the head of the 15th Massachusetts,
was at Saratoga, Valley Forge and West Point. He died in
1790, aged fifty years.

Major Meigs was in 1777 made a colonel, and for a bril-
liant expedition to Long Island that year received the thanks
of Congress and a sword. He commanded a regiment under
‘Wayne at the capture of Stony Point. In 1816 he was agent
for Indian affairs, and later was the first provisional gover-
nor of Ohio. He died January 28, 1823, at the Cherokee
Agency, aged eighty-three years.

Lieutenant Christian Febiger, afterwards colonel of the
2d Virginia, with the 11th Virginia, led one of the assaulting
columns at Stony Point. He came to be well known in the
army a8 ‘‘ Old Denmark,’’ and left the service a brigadier-
general by brevet. He served with distinction from Bunker
Hill to Yorktown. In 1791 he held the office of treasurer of the
state of Pennsylvania. He died in that office in 1796, at fifty.
He was captain of the First City Troop of Philadelphia.
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Captain Dearborn, afterwards of Major Scammel’s regi-
ment, fought at Ticonderoga, Monmouth and Saratoga. On
Scammel’s death he commanded the regiment. The war
over, he settled in Gardiner, Maine, and under President
Washington was United States marshal for the district of
Maine. He was twice elected to Congress, and was for
eight years secretary of war under Jefferson. During
Madison’s administration he was collector of the port of
Boston. In 1812 he was commissioned major-general in the
United States Army, and under President Monroe was its
commander-in-chief. In 1822 he was appointed minister to
Portugal. He died in Roxbury in 1829, aged seventy-eight
years.

Ward was commissioned a major in Colonel Christopher
Greene’s regiment, fought at Red Bank, participated in the
retreat from Long Island, and shared the privations of Val-
ley Forge. Later he was commissioned lieutenant-colonel,
and later still was given a regiment. After the war he
became a merchant at Warwick, Rhode Island, subsequently
at New York, under the firm name of Samuel Ward and
Brother. He died in New York in 1832, in the seventy-sixth
year of his age, surviving, I think, all his fellow officers.
He had been a member of the Annapolis convention, and of
the Hartford convention, where he exerted his influence in
behalf of the government. He was also president of the
New York Marine Insurance Company.

Lieutenant-Colonel Enos, after his court martial, with-
drew from the army, but afterward accepted & commission,
and was at one time, with the rank of brigadier-general,
commander of all the troops of his native state, Vermont.
But I have not been able to discover that he ever again saw
gervice in the field. He served nearly ten years in the State
Legislature, was a commissioner to New Hampshire during
the Vermont controversy, and was prominent in the annals
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of the state after the war. He died in Colchester, Vermont,
in 1808, at the ripe age of seventy-two years. <

Captain McCobb, on his return from the expedition,
raised a regiment in Lineoln county, was commissioned its
colonel, joined Washington’s army at Cambridge, and took
part in the Rhode Island campaign. “In command of another
regiment he took part in the unfortunate expedition against
Castine. In the subsequent official investigation into the
causes of this failure, it is recorded that MeCobb’s command
acquitted itself with honor, and after losing some men and
officers, he brought away the remainder of his command in-
tact, assisting others of the forces also in retreat. After the
war he represented his townsmen as a representative to the
general court; and at his death in 1791, at forty-seven years
of age, was commander of the military division of Maine,
with rank of brigadier-general.

Dr. Senter built up an extensive practice, but died at
forty-six years of age, in 1799, at the height of his reputa-
tion and usefulness,

The Rev. Dr. Spring died in 1819, at seventy-three years
of age. On his return from Quebec he left the army, and
was & minister of Newburyport for many years. He was
one of the founders of the Massachusetts Missionary Society,
of the Andover Theological Seminary and the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

Ensign Charles Porterfield rose to be lieutenant-colonel,
and died soon after the battle of Camden from wounds re-
ceived in the early part of that action.

Dr. Thomas Gibson died at Valley Forge.

Captain Eleazar Oswald retired from the army in 1778, a
lieutenant-colonel. He participated in the affair at Compo,
and did gallant service at Monmouth. Soon after leaving
the army he was appointed public printer at Philadelphia.
In command of a regiment of artillery in the French Army of
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Liberty, he served with eredit under Dumourier in the battle
of Jemappe. He died in the United States of smallpox in
1795.

Lieutenant Shaw, promoted to & captaincy, was killed at
Red Bank. Lieutenant Stevens and William Humphrey be-
came captains in line regiments.

Boyd was captured, and hideously tortured to death by
the Indians in 1779.

John Joseph Henry became a judge and president of the
Second Judicial District of Pennsylvania, but a broken eonsti-
tution carried him to an early grave. On account of inju-
ries received and disease contracted during the campaign, he
was unable to accept promotion tendered him when ex-
changed, and never took the field again.

Lieutenant Michael Simpson fought at Trenton, Prince-
ton, Brandywine and White Plains, and after the war was
commissioned a brigadier-general in the Pennsylvania Mi-
litia.

Lieutenant Archibald Steele lived to be ninety-one years
of age, and died in Philadelphia October 19, 1832. He
was at one time appointed deputy quartermaster-general
with rank of colonel in the Continental line, and held for
some time the position of military store-keeper in Phila-
delphia.

James Crouch of Smith’s company rose from the ranks
to a coloneley. Private David Harris, also of Smith’s, be-
came & captain in the Pennsylvania line.

Sabattis was killed in a fight on the Kennebec with a
settler named Ephraim Brown. Natanis fought again on
the side of the Americans at Saratoga; what end he met
history has not yet revealed.

Of Captain Handchett's life, after being exchanged, we
have no particulars. He died in 1816, aged seventy-five,
at the West Parish in Suffield.
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Of Captain Goodrich I have no account.

Of the subsequent career of Captains Scott and Wil-
liams of Enos’s division I have as yet found no trace. It
would be interesting to learn whether they removed by
later acts the impression which their defection created.

Of Mrs. Jemima Warner or Mrs. Grier I can only find
this clue—an entry in. Haskell’s Journal, under date of
April 18, 1776: ‘‘ A woman of the Pennsylvania troops
was killed to-day by accident—a soldier carelessly snapping
his musket, which proved to be loaded.’’

Colonel James Livingston was at the battle of Stillwater,
and in command of Verplanck’s Point at the time of Arnold’s
treason.

Major John Brown was killed in 1780, in an ambuscade
on the Mohawk.

Captain John Lamb lived to be severely wounded by an-
other grapeshot at Compo Hill, Conn., in 1777. He fought
at Yorktown. After the war he was a member of the New
York General Assembly, and was raised to the rank of
brigadier-general. He was also collector of the customs at
the port of New York. He died in 1800, aged sixty-five
years.

Edward Antill became a lieutenant-colonel in the Conti-
nental army,

Of Colonel Donald Campbell I have no account. Henry
states that he was court-martia.led for his conduct at Prés
de Ville and acquitted.

As for the King’s officers who so gallantly and steadfastly
defended the fortress, Governor Guy Carleton succeeded Sir
Henry Clinton in 1781 as commander-in-chief of the British
forces in America, and so continued until after the treaty of
peace. In 1786 he was again appointed governor of Quebec,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and was raised to the
peerage as a reward for his distinguished services, ynder the
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title of Lord Dorchester. He died in 1808, at the age of
eighty-five.

MacLean in 1779 defended successfully the fort in Penob-
scot, Maine, against Lovell and Saltonstall. He was pro-
moted to be a colonel in 1780.

Caldwell lived fo a green old age and died in Quebec in
1810.




APPENDIX C
RFLICS OF THE EXPEDITION

Maxy interesting relics of Arnold’s Expedition to
Quebec have been found from time to time, along the
route of its march. There follows a brief description
of some of those which were actunally seen by the au-
thor, or the existence of which was positively certified
to him.

Philip Clare, & workman for Augustus J. P. Dudley,
working on a dam at Ledge Falls, near Eustis, in 1895, un-
earthed in a heap of muck from the bottom of the river an
old bayonet; undoubtedly this was one of Arnold’s.

I was shown by Charles Spirins, who has opened a farm
at the first of the second chain of ponds, an ax-head and
table knife; the handles were gone and the blade of the knife
almost destroyed by rust. The ax-head was such as has
" now long passed out of use, and resembled an iron toma-
hawk. Mr. Spirins plowed them up in the field which was
Arnold’s camp-ground at that place.

Mr. Parsons, the proprietor of Parsons’ hotel, near Bog
Brook, told me that one of his men had ploughed up from
under an old stump the barrel of a queen’s arm with a bayo-
net. This was only a few years ago. I afterwards learned
that the workman’s name was Will Bemis, and that the relic:
i8 now in the possession of Edgar Jones, of Stratton, Maine.

Mr. Kushner, whom I met, was one of the oldest settlers
of the Dead River valley, and nearly ninety years of age.
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He told me that he had found under an elm stump on his
farm, opposite Flagstaff and not far from Kushner brook,
still another bayonet. It was buried under two feet of soil.
This is now in the State House at Augusta, Maine.

Agoodmanyyearsagosomeboysinswimmingatbedge
or Arnold’s Falls, I think the former, found one or two
quarts of bullets. They were very much worn by the action
of the water and so coated that until they were weighed in
the hand one would have taken them for unusually round
pebbles. One 6f these was given me at Eustis.

As I was passing with my guide over the rocks at Ledge
Falls, to get a good point of view for my camera, I saw him
stoop and pick up something which resembled a bit of an
old glass bottle. It proved to be the flint of a flintlock gun.
It was in a path across a ledge, which was almost bare of
earth, though patched here and there with moss. A path
had been worn across the ledge by log drivers, and the flint
bore marks upon it as if it had been turned up by some
driver’s cogs. Of course it is presumptuous to claim that
this was a relic of Arnold’s Expedition; still flint is an
enduring substance, and this piece may have lain on the
ledge undisturbed for one hundred and twenty years, or
have been washed up by the water more recently during
some unusual flood. It was customary to carry large pack-
ages of these flints among the army supplies. It is to be
borne in mind, too, that at Ledge Falls the army met with
its greatest loss of provisions and ammunition.

With regard to the bateaux, I heard as I passed up the
Dead River that several men of that region and of the
present generation claim that certain of these bateaux are
still to be seen on the bottom of the lakes, or at the bottom
of the Arnold River. I was on the lookout, therefore, to
trace this story. On Lake Megantic I met a young fellow
named Fred Braddock, who, without any leading questions
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from me, told me the following story. He said that his
father, Charles E. Braddock, who used often to follow the
old whisky trail over Louise Mountain to Hathan bog, had
often told him that he had found a boat there, which he
believed was one of Arnold’s bateaux; that he had de-
. seribed the boat as not very large and too old to be of any
service, and stated that it was bound with brass nails and
staples of a design and character which made him certain
that it must be very old. He told me that William Latty, a
guide at Three Rivers, could tell me more about it, for he
himself had seen the boat. I was unable to find Latty in
the short time I had at Three Rivers. The tradition had
grown somewhat in definiteness at Three Rivers, and peo-
ple said that two or three of these bateaux had recently
been seen in the Arnold River. If they were under water
the wood would of course withstand decay much longer.

From a letter reprinted in the edition of Henry’s Jour-
nal published by Munsell, we learn that during the survey
of the boundary between Maine and Canada in 1844, one
of the engineers, while crossing the swampy highlands, ob-
served at one point a hollow sound where he struck his
Jacob’s staff into the soil. On scraping away the moss he
discovered an entire bateau, built of sawed wood, such as
was not indigenous to that locality. It is more than prob-
able that this was one of the bateaux abandoned by Arnold’s
men on the trail across the divide.

In the fall of 1858 a young man passing up the Dead
River valley and aecross the chain of ponds (the head of
the river), landing at the Arnold trails, found beside the
trail between the Dead River waters and the Chaudidre, the
remains of an old musket, apparently having been left
standing beside a tree, where it had rotted down. The
stock was entirely gone and the barrel and mountings had
fallen down together at the foot of the tree. It is conjeec-
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tured that the musket had been left there by one of Arnold’s.
soldiers, and the barrel is now in possession of Mr. Colum-
bus Steward, of North Anson, Maine. The following ap-
peared in the ‘‘Maine Farmer’’ in 1877: ‘4 Centennal
Relic.—Mr. Sheppard Harville, of Lincolnville, has in his
possession a French rifle *gun-barrel, that he found over
thirty years ago on the Dead River at the foot of Arnold’s
Falls, so called from the fact of its being on the route that
Arnold marched with his army through the wilderness to
Point Levi, Quebec. Mr. Harville, then of Solon, Charles
Folsom and others of Skowhegan, Hartley Green and Asa
Green were the boatmen on the drive near where this gun-
barrel was found by Mr. Harvillee When discovered by
him on. the trail near the falls it was resting against a
rock. The stock had entirely rotted off, and it is supposed
to have been left there by ome of Armold’s men one hun-
dred years ago last September.”’

The ‘‘ Maine Standard,’’ a paper formerly published at
Augusta, Maine, eontained in its issue of June 28, 1867, the
account of a curious discovery made by the workmen in the
machine shop of the Edwards cottonmill in that ecity. In
sawing lengthwise a piece of thick lumber, taken from the
body of a large rock-maple tree, the saw encountered, near
the middle of the log, a pine spile, which it cut off in its.
progress, and on opening the parts thus sundered, the spile
was withdrawn, and the hole found to contain a small bit of
paper, carefully folded and plugged up. On opening the
paper the following words were recorded:

17756
J. B. DuxkIRK
WiTH ARNOLD

¢“J. B. Dunkirk’’ was doubtless one of Arnold’s soldiers
or officers, who had the curiosity to bore a hole into a
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rock-maple tree, deposit his name therein, and confine it
there on the doubtful chance of its being brought to light
again by some future generation. The tree had grown
over the spile eight inches in thickness, and was perfectly
sound and solid that distance to the bark. The number
of rings in the wood, answering each to a year’s growth,
as counted by one of the workmen, was about ninety. The
paper is coarse and white—old-fashioned hand-paper-—and
the words upon it appear to have been written, not in ink,
but with a lead pencil. This, perhaps, will account for
their preservation.

The lumber from the tree in which the paper was in-
serted was purchased of Mr. Columbus Howard of Sidney.
Probably the tree grew in that town, which is next above
Augusta, on the west side of the river. The interesting
relic was deposited among the cabinet of curiosities and
antiquities at the State Capitol in Augusta.
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